Agetf]                 Battle of Quatre Bras                   [1815
Of the Prussian disposition he was not unduly enthusiastic.
We each of us know our army best [he observed to a Prussian general];
I should not have formed mine in this defensive position as yours is.
I should have held them further back, and would have thus protected
them from the effect of the French artillery.1
To Colonel Henry Hardinge (the British officer attached
to the Prussian Staff) he did not mince matters. " If they
fight here ", said he, they will be damnably mauled "2; a
prophecy which was verified almost immediately after it was
uttered, when a large force of the enemy assailed Bliicher's
position and the Battle of Ligny was fought. It lasted until
late in the evening; when after fighting and maintaining their
ground with the utmost valour in a particularly fierce and
bloody contest, the Prussians were finally forced to retreat.
In the battle, Bliicher himself was injured by his horse
receiving a mortal wound and falling upon him, and as
he lay helpless, he was twice ridden over by the French
cavalry.
The British Commander had left the Prussians before the
battle commenced, and galloped back to his own position
at Quatre Bras, where in the course of the afternoon he was
also attacked. Some heavy fighting ensued, and though the
British held their position and won the battle, the end of the
day showed a large casualty list. That the Duke himself was
not amongst the casualties was again remarkable, for it was said
that he exposed himself more than on any previous occasion,
" and that his escaping without a wound was wonder-
ful ".*
It must have been a strenuous day for the British Com-
mander-in-Chief, for besides fighting a battle, he had ridden
from Brussels to Quatre Bras, and from Quatre Bras to Ligny
and back, 43 miles in all, before the battle commenced. Yet
it is likely that he was quite unaware of any fatigue, for apart
from his physical fitness and iron constitution, the moment
1 Ellesmere, p. z8G.         2 Stanhope, p. 20$.         3 Jackson, p. 20.
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